
ORDER OF CASCADE CITY COUNNTY BOARD OF HEAI,TH
AND

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

WHEREAS, the World Heafth Organization has declared the
worldwide outbreak of COVID-19 Novef Coronavirus a
pandemic;

WHEREAS, the President of the United States, in
consuftation with public health authorities, declared a
Nationa.I state of emergency on March 12, 2020;

WHEREAS, as of February 18, 2021, the John Hopkins Map
indlcates there are over 21,829,111 cases and more than
490,115 deaths in the United States;

WHEREAS, every state in the United States are experiencing
confirmed cases of COVI D- 19,

WHEREAS, the Montana Department of Pubfic Heafth and Human
Services (DPHHS) recognizes COVID-19 as a threat to the
residents of Montana;

WHEREAS, as of Eebruary 18, 2021, there are 98,100 cases in
the State of Montana which include 1337 COVID-I-9 related
deaths;

WHEREAS, as of Eebruary 18, 2027, the total number of
conf j-rmed COVID-19 cases in Cascade County is up to 7544;

WHEREAS, the Cascade City-County Hea1th Department has
activated response plans and protocols to prepare for cases
of COVID-19 in Cascade County:

WHEREAS, the Cascade City-County Heal-th Department has also
worked to identify, contact, and test individuafs in
Cascade County who have been potentially exposed to COVID-
19 in coordination with the State of Montana Department of
Public Heafth and Human Services and the CDC;

WHEREAS, proactively implementing mitigation measures to
slow the spread of the virus is j-n the best interests of
Cascade County and its people,'
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WHEREAS, COVID-19, a respj,ratory dj-sease that can result in
seri-ous illness or death and is a new strain of Coronavirus
that had not been previously identified in humans and can
easily spread from person-to-person;

WHEREAS, the CDC j-dentifies the potential public health
threat posed by COVID-19 both globally and in the United
States as "high" and has advised that person -to-person
spread of the COVID-19 wiII continue to occur globalfy,
including within the United States, Montana, and Cascade
Count y;

WHEREAS, the circumstances of this outbreak may exceed the
capacity of the services, personnel, equipment, supplies
and facilities of Cascade Countyi

WHEREAS, the Cascade City-County HeaIth Department and the
Publj-c Heal-th Officer for Cascade County have the duty to
protect the public from the introduction and spread of
communicabfe disease or other conditions of public heafth
importance, including through actj-ons to ensure the removal-
of filth or other contamj-nants that might cause disease or
adversely affect publ,ic health;

WHEREAS, the Publ-ic Health Officer has determined that the
potential spread of COVID-19 constitutes a public health
emergency and actions must be taken to avert and minimize
the outbreak of this communicable disease;

WHEREAS, locaf Health Officer and Board of Health have the
ability to analyze the spread of COVID-19 within the
conmunity and impl-ement loca1 control measures;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-116(1) of the Montana
Code Annotated, in order to carry out the purposes of the
public heath system' each local board of health shaII
identify, assess, prevent, and ameliorate conditions of
public health importance; protect the public from the
introduction and spread of communicable disease or other
conditions of pubfic health importance; and issue written
orders for compliance or for correction, destruction or
remova.I of the conditions;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-116(2) of the Montana
Code Annotated, focal boards of health may adopt
regulations that do not conflict with 50-59-1.26 or rufes
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adopted by the department for the control of communicabfe
di- seases ;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 50-2-l-18 of the Montana Code
Annotated, a focal health officer in carrying out the
purpose of the public health system shal] take steps to
Iimit contact between peopl-e in order to protect the public
health from imminent threats, including but not limited to
ordering the closure of buildings or facilities where
people congregate and cancellj-ng events;

WHEREAS, on February 1.2, 2027, Montana Governor creg
Gianforte issued an order (Order) further repealj-ng
directives previously j-ssued by former Governor Steve
buIlock, incJ-uding but not limited to the requirement for
citizens to wear face coverings ("Mask Mandate"),

Whereas, the Order provides 1ocal Health Authorities the
abllity to analyze the spread of COVID-l9 within their own
communities and adopt local enforcement protocols as
necessary, only to the extent that such local protocoLs are
not less restrictive;

NOW, THEREEORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Cascade City-
County Board of HeaIth and PubIic Officer, pursuant to TitIe
50, Chapter 2, Part 1, and specifically Sections 50-2-116
and 1l-B of the Montana Code Annotated, respectively:

Effective immediately and for the period of time up
to and until the rate of new COVID-19 infections is
at or below 10/100,000 for two weeks. The following
shafl be required, subject to any noted exceptions:

. Al-1 persons shaff wear a mask or faciaf
covering except if the following conditions
appfy:

o Children under the age of five. Al-l
children between the ages of two and
four, however, are stronqly encouraged to
wear a face covering. Children under the
age of two shouLd not wear a face
covering;

o Persons consuming food or drinks in an
estabfishment that offers food or drinks
for saL e;
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o Persons engaged in an activity that makes
wearing a face covering impractj-ca1 or
unsafe, such as strenuous physical
exercise or swimmi ng;

o Persons seeking to communicate with
someone who is hearing impaired;

o persons giving a speech or engaging in an
artistic, cu1tura1, musical, or
theatrical performance for an audience,
provided the audience is separated by at
least six f eet of distance,.

o Persons temporarily removing their face
cover j-ng for identification purposes,.

o Persons required to remove face coverings
for the purpose of receiving medical
evaluation, diagnosis, or treatmenti or

o Persons who have a medical condition
precluding the safe wearing of a face
covering.

o People who can maintain sociaf distancing
when outside their home or place of
empJ-oyment

. Event attendance fimitations of 758 of a venue
capaci-ty when social- dj-stancing can be
maintained. Events with attendance over '75% of
venue capacity will be considered on a case-
by-case basis with the submission of an event
plan to CCHD.

o This Order rescinds and replaces al-f prior
Orders of the Cascade City County Board of
Heafth and Publ-ic HeaIth Officer.

. This Order may be modi-fied and/or expanded,
and the effective date may be extended by
future Order of the Cascade City County Board
of Health and/or Public Heafth Of fi-cer.

. This Order may be modified and/or expanded and
may be pre-empted by future directives of the
Governor of the State of Montana that are
stricter than those contained herein.
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1.

In addition to the requirements described herein, it is
the recommendation of the Local PubIic Heafth Officer
and Board of Health that the following control measures
be adopted and implemented, in recognitj-on of the need
to significantly reduce the high 1evel of COVID-19 and
its transmission in Cascade County and the region
served by Cascade County's heal-thcare providers:

5.

Whenever and wherever possible ALL business and
places of employment or gatherings continue social
distancing and consider reduced capacj-t.y to
accommodate social distancing.
Whenever and wherever possible ALL businesses and
places of employment or gatherings continue
universa.l- mask usage.
Whenever and wherever possible ALL businesses and
places of employment or gatherings continue aff
recommended sanitation and cleaning practices.
When possible and operationally feas j-b1e, Cascade
County employers encourage and allow employees to
work remotely (telework) .

Whenever possible, Cascade County residents limit
their number of close, non-household contacts, as
welf as linj-ting the duratj-on of close, non-
household contacts.
Whenever possibl-e, Cascade County residents utilize
contact-free services of bus j-nesses, including but
not limited to drive-through and take-out food
services, non-contact delivery options, and the
Ilke.
When Cascade County residents must .Ieave their
homes, residents should minimize the number of
trips, locations, and time of interact-ion, AND
practice the safety protocols of wearing a mask,
socj-al distancing, following surface sanitation
procedures, and washing their hands upon return
home.

Cascade County residents shalI stay home when sick.

2.

3.

4.

6.

7.

8.
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9. Continued education to the public on general
guidelines for maintaining safe work and home
environments through mask wearing, social
distanclng, followj.ng sanitation procedures and
washing hands.

Dated: February 18, 2027

t^44;
Owen Robinson
Cha i- rman
Cascade City-County Board of Heafth

Trisha cardner
Public Health Officer
Cascade City-County Health Department
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